
Regulating Cannabis in Clearview Township: URGENCY OF MAKING 
YOUR VIEWS KNOWN  
 
A Public Meeting is being held Monday August 23,2021 at 6:30 pm.  
At the public meeting, the Draft Zoning By-law regulating Cannabis published by the Township 
will be discussed. It will then be submitted to Council in September with revisions based on 
comments at the meeting so an amended Zoning By-law regulating Cannabis production can be 
in place for October 2021. https://www.clearview.ca/news-events-meetings/latest-
news/public-meeting-notice-amendment-zoning-law-06-54-august-23rd 
 
Why it is Important for Residents of Clearview to Speak Up. 
Without a well drafted and clear zoning by-law addressing cannabis the Township has little 
ability to control where cannabis cultivation and processing plants can be located, how large 
they are, or how diverse effects on nearby residents can be avoided, including odour, water 
use, waste disposal, light pollution (24 hour lighting), protecting farm land, traffic, security, 
noise and other impacts. It is important to have effective and clear rules to control cannabis 
cultivation and processing to protect the unique landscapes and culture of Clearview.  
 
Give Council the support it needs to control cannabis  
Council is strongest if it knows it has the backing of Township residents.  Existing and new 
cannabis entrepreneurs caught in the interim by-law, along with unregulated/illegal cannabis 
facilities, are pushing for minimal regulation of growing cannabis on agricultural lands. Other 
Ontario municipalities have already put in place strict rules governing cannabis production. 
Clearview has no rules so there is a serious risk that producers who cannot set up operations in 
other municipalities will come to Clearview. Clearview has already experienced considerable 
difficulties with cannabis facilities emitting strong odours for extended periods of time, water 
use draining local wells, light pollution 24/7, truck traffic at all hours etc. We know first-hand 
the problems and the industrial nature of a Cannabis Facility, the need for security fencing, and 
access control.  The Township currently has very limited means for dealing with these sites. 
 
We need all interested residents of Clearview to write to Council copying their councillor and 
participate in the Public Meeting, Monday August 23. https://www.clearview.ca/news-events-
meetings/latest-news/public-meeting-notice-amendment-zoning-law-06-54-august-23rd 
 
Key issues and facts to help you craft your feedback  
In the draft by-law a cannabis production facility is defined as lands, buildings or structures for 
cultivation, processing, testing, packaging, shipping and or destruction of cannabis and this 
facility must go on industrial zoned lands or obtain an agricultural industrial zoning. 
 
The draft by-law however also defines cannabis cultivation as the growing of cannabis and this 
growing of cannabis can take place on any agricultural land as outdoor growing or in 
greenhouses subject to minimal setbacks.  



 
Setbacks are 300 meters from lot line for ‘sensitive’ uses which includes residences, but all 
rural/agricultural areas and lot severances are considered “farms” in the by-law and subject to 
setbacks of 300 meters from the residence itself.  
 
In the draft by-law, setbacks are the only real restriction on cannabis cultivation. The by-law 
does not limit the number of greenhouses. Most importantly it does not limit the acreage under 
cultivation. It just limits “new” cannabis axillary buildings to 200 square meters. Existing barns 
and farm buildings are not regulated. 
 
This means that the 100 acre farm property which you might live next to could have large 
scale cannabis growing outdoors or in greenhouses just over the property line, depending on 
where your house is located. There is nothing that limits the size of these operations or the 
impacts on you from noxious odour, lighting, traffic or demands on aquifers from the 
excessive water demands of these operations.  
 
To protect Clearview, we (a group of citizens trying to control cannabis 
production ) are asking that: 
 

1. Outdoor growing should be limited to one micro grow license (200 sq 
meters) per 10 hectares.  
 

2. All indoor growing (including greenhouses and hoop houses) should 
require Industrial zoning or Agricultural Industrial Zoning (AGI).   

 
3. Setbacks for micro-grows should be 350 meters from the residence and 

300 meters from the lot line of farm properties with residences on lots 4 
hectares or less 
 

4. Setbacks from sensitive uses for indoor cultivation and cannabis 
production facilities should be 500 meters from the lot line of sensitive 
land uses as recommended in a draft set of provincial guidelines (D 
Series). 

 
 
WHAT YOU SHOULD DO   
 
Attend (byZoom) the Public Meeting 
It is important that you participate in the Public Meeting for the Cannabis By-law 
August 23,2021 at  6:30 pm  
 



You will need to refer to Project number 2021-060-ZB when applying to attend on 
zoom, speak at the meeting, and submit comments. 
 
To speak at the ZOOM meeting (maximum 5 minutes) complete the request form 
www.clearview.ca/Public-meeting-participation  by Friday NOON August 20.  
 
Write to the Township with Comments - Comments must be received by Noon 
Friday, August 20.21. This link https://www.clearview.ca/node/8343 takes you to 
a form to complete with your comments. Or you can email members of council 
council@clearview.ca and cc. mburton@clearview.ca referencing the project 
number above and include your name and address.  
 
NOTE: If you do not write a submission or talk at the public meeting you are 
prohibited from later appealing or participating in an appeal to the Land and 
Planning Appeal Tribunal. (LPAT.)   
 


