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I1.00 General 
Landscape drawings are to be prepared by a certified professional Landscape 
Architect who is a member in good standing with the Ontario Association of 
Landscape Architects (OALA).  The landscape architect shall coordinate and 
liaise with all other consulting engineers to ensure accurate information is 
provided on the landscape drawing(s). 

The landscape drawing(s) shall include at a minimum, the following information: 

• All base information coordinated with engineering drawings and site plans to 
ensure consistency. 

• Adjacent lands and roads provided with spot elevations to show the slope of 
land based upon the Overall Grading Drawing(s). 

• Walkways, parking areas, exterior lighting, street furniture, hydrants, 
boulevard trees, transformers and utility boxes, community mailboxes, curbs, 
signage, etc. 

• Location of all surrounding boundaries, property lines, and limits of the 
proposed development including easements, daylight triangles, reserves, etc. 

• Location of underground services, above ground utilities, roadways, 
buildings, or existing features. 

• Location of all proposed plant material, planting beds, and sodded areas. 
• Location of existing vegetation to be retained / protected or removed. 
• Location and type of protection measures for the existing vegetation 

retained / protected. 
• Location of all existing natural features such as top of bank and watercourses. 
• A plant list including full botanical name, common name, quantity, caliper, 

height, spread, nursery conditions, container type, and general remarks. 
• Location, height, and material of all fences, screen walls, and retaining walls 

(as applicable). 
• Location of SWM features. 
• Any other landscape element that contributes to site development. 

All plants, materials, and structures placed on municipal lands shall be designed 
and constructed with the intent of being low maintenance for the Township. 

The Developer will be required to plant trees on all streets and blocks in 
accordance with the specifications established by the Township and as shown 
in the “Accepted for Construction” landscaping drawings. 
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Landscape drawings must take into account adjacent lands.  Buffer 
requirements will be determined by the Township and may include any 
combination of the following: landscape planting buffer strip with minimum 
width, screen plantings, fencing, and / or berming.  In addition to the aesthetic 
qualities that soft landscaping presents, fencing and / or berming may be 
required to serve as a noise reduction and / or privacy enhancing element. 

I1.01 Topsoil 
Topsoil shall be natural, fertile, loamy agricultural soil capable of sustaining 
plant growth with sufficient water retention capacity to help promote water 
conservation by reducing the need for lawn watering. 

All topsoil must be tested for suitability with reference to the specifications of 
the Nursery Sod Growers Association of Ontario and Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) fact sheet for “Lawn 
Establishment”.  Soil testing shall be completed by an OMAFRA accredited soil 
testing laboratory.  Best Management Practices shall be used to determine the 
suitability of topsoil proposed to be applied.  Prior to placement, a letter from 
the Developer’s geotechnical consultant verifying that the topsoil is suitable to 
support healthy turf growth, does not contain pesticides nor industrial 
contaminants, and meets OMAFRA criteria is to be provided to the Township. 

Native on-site topsoil material may be used subject to the recommendations of 
the geotechnical consultant.  The quality of topsoil material is to be confirmed 
through laboratory testing.  The consultant shall take samples from at least 
three random locations from the stockpiles and tests shall be conducted on a 
combined mixture of the three samples.  Testing shall include gradation, organic 
matter, pH value, and levels of phosphorus (P) and potassium (K).  If native 
site topsoil material does not meet the above requirements, the geotechnical 
consultant may make recommendations for amendments and / or blending of 
topsoil with imported material to provide a final product that is acceptable to 
the Township. 

Prior to placement of topsoil, the subgrade must be graded to eliminate 
low / uneven areas to ensure consistent topsoil thickness and provide positive 
surface drainage.  Topsoil is to be placed no longer than seven days prior to 
sodding or seeding.  A pre-sod inspection is to be completed by the Developer’s 
engineer and Township staff prior to the placement of sod. 
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The Developer shall coordinate with civil engineering and site works operations 
to ensure the minimum depth of topsoil is applied on-site. 

Topsoil depth requirements are as follows: 

Table 1:  Topsoil Depth Requirements 

Placement Location Depth 

Boulevards Minimum 150 mm 

Shrub Planting Beds Minimum 500 mm 

Tree Planting Pits / Beds Minimum 500 mm 

Sodded / Seeded Areas 
(non-boulevard areas) 

Minimum 150 mm 

I1.02 Sod 
All lots are to be completely sodded unless otherwise indicated on the “Accepted 
for Construction” drawings.  Any park or open space block less than 0.4 ha in 
size, and all swales, are to be sodded.  All sodded areas are to be provided with 
a minimum thickness of 150 mm of topsoil that meets the above-mentioned 
criteria.  The topsoil shall be screened clear of all stones, debris, and woody 
material and shall be free of noxious weeds, to the satisfaction of the Township. 

Sod shall be Kentucky Bluegrass (Poa pratensis) nursery sod containing 60% to 
70% Kentucky Bluegrass and 30% to 40% Creeping Red Fescue (Festuca 
rubra), Chewings Fescue (Festuca rubra subsp. commutata), or Hard Fescue 
(Festuca ovina) as specified by the Nursery Sod Growers Association of Ontario 
(NSGAO) and in accordance with OPSS.MUNI 803.  Sod shall be placed with 
sufficient density such that surface soil is not visible and shall be placed to 
match existing adjacent elevations at all edges. 

Sod to be uniform in texture, free of weeds, and in a good healthy condition, 
and contain sufficient moisture to maintain its vitality during transportation and 
placing.  In designated slope areas, sod will require pegging by a system 
acceptable to the Township.  The Developer shall be responsible for proper turf 
maintenance up to the time of assumption, to the satisfaction of the Township. 
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Scheduling of sod laying is to coincide with topsoil operations.  Installation of 
sod is not to take place without Township inspection and approval of topsoil 
preparation first. 

Sodding during dry weather is acceptable only if sufficient and continuous 
watering is assured.  Sod is to be laid, even with adjoining landscape areas.  
The rows shall have staggered joints.  Sections are to be butted closely without 
overlapping or leaving gaps between sections.  Irregular or thin sections are to 
be cut out.  A light roller is to be used to provide close contact between sod and 
soil.  Heavy rolling to correct irregularities in grade is not permitted. 

Sod is to be watered immediately after laying to obtain moisture penetration 
through sod into top 150 mm of topsoil.  Adequate protection of sodded areas 
is to be provided to protect against erosion and other damage.  Protection is to 
be removed once sod has become established. 

It is the Developer’s responsibility to maintain the sodded areas in good 
condition until assumption of the phase of the development.  Maintenance 
includes but is not limited to weeding, fertilizing as required by soil tests, cutting 
as required to maintain sod at a maximum height of 60 mm, and watering. 

Sodded areas are to be watered as needed to sustain its prosperous growth and 
prevent deterioration.  The Developer is responsible for supplying water to the 
Site for sod watering. Hydrant use will be at the Township’s discretion, and must 
be coordinated through the Public Works Department. 

I1.03 Mechanical Seeding, Hydro-mulching 
All areas that are to be provided with hydraulic seed and mulch in accordance 
with the Accepted for Construction drawings shall be an all-purpose lawn seed 
mix applied in conformance with the supplier’s specifications and 
recommendations and shall be in accordance with OPSS.MUNI 804. 

Native seed mixes for naturalization or SWMFs shall be applied using 
terra-seeding or hydro-seeding and shall include a cover crop as per the 
supplier’s specifications and recommendations. 

Grass seed shall be a Canada No. 1 Seed Mixture for park or athletic turf, and 
as per OPSS 804.  The recommended seeding rate is approximately 140 kg/ha.  
No area shall be seeded, hydro-mulched, nor sodded until the Township has 
approved the surface preparation. 
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I2.00 Tree Locations 
Boulevard Tree Planting Drawings for subdivisions shall identify one tree per lot, 
with additional trees provided along the side yards / flankages of corner lots.  
Boulevard trees shall also be provided for boulevards flanking stormwater 
facilities, parks, open space, etc. at a rate of one tree for every 7 to 12 m. 

Trees are to be planted so as not to interfere with other street functions or 
services when the trees mature.  Trees shall be planted as indicated on the 
Township’s standard road cross-sections and in keeping with the Electrical 
Safety Authority (ESA) “Planting Under or Around Powerlines & Electrical 
Equipment”. 

At a minimum, the following minimum setback distances from the items listed 
below, are to be maintained: 

Items from which Trees are to be Set Back Distance 
Face of warning signs 10.0 m 
Face of regulatory signs 3.0 m 
Fire Hydrants 3.0 m 
Water Service 1.0 m 
Hydro Vault 2.0 m (sides) 

3.0 m (front) 
Hydro Poles 3.0 m 
Light Poles 4.5 m 
Utility Pedestals 2.0 m 
Community Mailbox 2.0 m 
Driveways 1.5 m 

I3.00 Tree and Shrub Species 
Trees and shrubs shall be selected from species that are native to the township 
of Clearview area and are appropriate to the region’s Planting Zone.  Additional 
species and varieties may be planted subject to written approval from the 
Township.  Where possible, narrow (columnar) species of taller trees should be 
utilized instead of small trees. 
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Appropriate species for parks, open space, stormwater facilities, and 
naturalization areas shall be determined on a site-specific basis.  Species should 
be non-invasive, hardy, and tolerant of the proposed conditions. 

To promote species diversity, where more than 30 trees are proposed, a 
maximum of 20% of one family, 10% of any genus, and 5% of any species shall 
be used.  When less than 30 trees are proposed, there should be no more than 
40% of one genus and 20% of one species.  The largest continuous grouping 
of any one species shall be eight (8). 

The following list of trees includes, but does not limit, those that are acceptable 
for this purpose and includes native and non-native (non-invasive) species that 
are acceptable for Zones 5 and 6. 

I3.01 Deciduous Trees 
Common Name Scientific Name 

Silver Maple (Softwood, 
restoration areas only) 

(Acer saccharinum) 

Red Maple (Acer rubrum) 
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) 
Brandywine Red Maple (Acer rubrum ‘Brandywine’) 
Autumn Fest Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum 'Autumn Fest') 
Celebration Maple (Acer x freemanii 'Celebration') 
Burr Oak (Quercus macrocarpa) 
Red Oak (Quercus rubra) 
Basswood (Tilia americana) 
Serviceberry (Tree form only) (Amelanchier canadensis) 
Cumulus Serviceberry (Amerlanchier x grandiflora 

'Cummulus') 
Princess Diana Serviceberry (Amerlanchier x grandiflora 

'Princess Diana') 
Ironwood (Ostrya virginiana) 
White Elm (disease resistant 
cultivar) 

(Ulmus americana) 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Largetooth Aspen (Softwood, 
restoration areas only) 

(Populus grandidentata) 

Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea) 
White Oak (Quercus alba) 
Ivory Silk Lilac (Syringa reticulata) 
Littleleaf Linden (Tilia cordata) 
Boulevard Basswood (Tilia americana 'Boulevard') 
New Horizon Elm (Ulmus x 'New Horizon') 

I3.02 Coniferous Trees 
Common Name Scientific Name 

Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana) 
Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus) 
Red Pine (Pinus resinosa) 
White Spruce (Picea glauca) 
Red Spruce (Picea rubens) 
Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea) 
Colorado Spruce (Picea pungens) 
Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) 
Columnar White Pine (Pinus strobus 'Fastigiata') 
Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris) 
Scots Sentinel Pine (Pinus sylvestris 'Fastigiata') 

I3.03 Shrubs 
Common Name Scientific Name 

Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago) 
Highbush Cranberry (Viburnum trilobum) 
Squashberry (Viburnum edule) 
Alternate Leaf Dogwood (Cornus alternifolia) 
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Common Name Scientific Name 
Silky Dogwood (Cornus amomum) 
Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina) 
Red Mulberry (Shrub-form) (Morus rubra) 
Service Berry (Shrub-form) (Amelanchier canadensis) 
Redbud (Shrub-form) (Cercis canadensis) 
Red Chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia ‘Brilliantissima’) 
Black Chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa) 
Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) 
Common Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis) 
Meadowsweet (Spirea alba) 

I3.04 Plant Material Specifications 
All plant material is to conform to the Canadian Nursery Trades Association 
Specifications and Standards and shall be planted with a minimum two (2) year 
warranty.  The warranty period shall be two (2) years from the date of 
certification regarding quality and health of the plant, which shall be issued by 
the Developer’s landscape architect or arborist.  All plant materials shall be 
maintained by the Developer, from the time of planting until Assumption by the 
Township.  Any replacement trees shall also have a two (2) year warranty from 
the date of certification.  Plant material shall be No. 1 Nursery Stock that has 
been grown under controlled conditions in accordance with the standards and 
practices of the Canadian Nursery Trade Association. 

The below standards are minimum requirements.  Trees and / or shrubs may 
be required to be planted at closer intervals, with higher calipers and in greater 
quantities if a specific purpose is identified by the Township. 

The minimum acceptable size and condition requirements for plant material are 
as follows: 

I3.05 Deciduous Trees 
• 60 mm caliper measured at DBH and 2.25 m to 4.0 m minimum height. 

Deciduous trees planted in a row should be centered 5.0 m to 7.0 m apart for 
small flowering trees and 8.0 m to 12.0 m apart for shade trees. 
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• Deciduous trees – ornamental: 60 mm caliper, or 200 cm tall multi-stem. 

I3.06 Coniferous Trees 
• 1.8 m height. 

Coniferous trees should be spaced 4.0 m to 8.0 m apart depending on effect. 

I3.07 Shrubs 
• 60 cm, 3 gallon pot. 

Shrub spacing depends on variety; however, shrubs should be grouped in large 
beds and shall be mulched to a minimum depth of 100 mm. 

I3.08 Mulch 
All mulch shall be shredded bark, free of dyes and chemicals that inhibit plant 
growth.  Mulch is not to be put into direct contact with tree or shrub 
trunks / stems.  Mulch should not be placed within: 

• 100 mm of the base of tree trunks. 
• 50 mm of the base of shrub branching. 

I4.00 Planting Details 
Trees are to be planted in tree pits, large enough to accommodate the root 
system.  Trees shall be planted in a soil mixture of equal parts topsoil, sand, 
and organic matter including compost, all to be thoroughly combined and 
properly filled to eliminate air pockets and settling.  All trees are to be planted 
during the spring or fall dormant season in unfrozen soil. 

Trees shall be protected by wooden stakes placed on both sides of the tree, 
parallel to the street line.  Tree ties shall be 50 mm burlap strips or a proprietary 
flexible tie system which allows the tree a reasonable degree of movement to 
help build trunk taper.  Plastic hoses and wire ties are not acceptable.  Ties are 
to be removed after one year.  Staking should be done in a manner that allows 
the crown of the tree to still have free movement, but to not be heavily affected 
or shifted by wind, snow loads, or human force.  Tree stakes are to be removed 
after the duration of two full growing seasons.  Refer to the Township’s Tree 
Planting Standard Details. 

Trunk guards shall be provided for all caliper trees planted in sod / lawn to 
prevent lawn trimmer damage.  The guard shall consist of 150 mm Big “O” pipe 
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a minimum of 300 mm up the trunk base or flexible trunk wrap.  They may be 
omitted from trees in planting beds.  Trunk guards shall be removed prior to 
Assumption to prevent trunk girdling. 

Rodent guards shall be used on deciduous trees for all naturalization plantings, 
including stormwater facility plantings.  For caliper sized material, rodent guards 
shall consist of white plastic spiral wrap wound around the base of the trunk, to 
a height of 60 cm to 100 cm.  For seedings, it shall consist of 1200 mm long 
vented, photodegradable, polypropylene tree shelters, twisted 50 mm into the 
ground and supported with 50 mm x 50 mm x 1,200 mm wood posts.  Spiral 
rodent guards are to be removed after two years. 

All trees proposed to be planted within the minimum suggested proximity to 
infrastructure services are to be excavated by hand.  The final location of all 
trees is to be mutually determined with the Landscape Architect and the 
Township, prior to placement. 

All trees that die or fail to grow prior to Final Assumption shall be replaced by 
the Developer. 

I5.00 Tree Inventory and Preservation Plan 
Depending on the nature of the existing site conditions, the Township may 
require a Tree Inventory and Preservation Report and Plan as part of the 
engineering submission.  Tree Preservation Drawings are to be completed with 
inventory data collected by an ISA certified arborist from the project site.  Tree 
protection fencing is to be installed as per the Township’s Temporary Tree 
Protection Fencing Standard Details. 

See Section A and Appendix C of these standards for submission requirements. 

I6.00 Standard Tree Preservation Notes 
The following notes are the minimum required notes to be included on the Tree 
Preservation Drawing: 

1. There shall be no construction, grade alterations, disposal, parking of 
vehicles or machinery, storage, or disturbance of any kind within the tree 
protection zone. 

2. Tree protection fencing shall be installed prior to any construction activity 
and is to remain in place and in good condition, periodically inspected and 
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repaired as needed throughout the site construction and house building 
phases. 

3. All trees are to be removed outside of the Wildlife Protection Window of 
April 1 to October 31 unless inspected by a qualified ecologist prior to 
clearing.  Inspection is to occur no more than four days before clearing. 

4. Vegetation clearing is to be avoided between the dates of April 1 to 
August 31 per the Migratory Birds Protection Act. 

5. Tree protection fencing and ESC measures are to be monitored regularly 
for deficiencies that may result in wildlife entering the work zone. 

I7.00 Trails / Walkways 

1. All pedestrian trails and walkways shall be compliant with the current AODA 
Standards. 

2. Culverts (where required) are to be installed at street entrance of walkways 
and open space areas in accordance with Township Standard Drawings. 

3. 3.0 m wide walkways to open space areas and subdivision walkways shall 
be paved, with a 1.0 m sodded mow strip on either side.  Trees may be 
required to be planted along the walkways at 5.0 m to 7.0 m for small 
flowering species and 8.0 m to 10.0 m for larger species, at the discretion 
of the Township. 

4. Black Vinyl coated chain link fencing to be installed for park perimeter 
fencing. 

5. Security lighting, where required, shall be installed by the Developer and 
lighting shall be the same type as the subdivision street lighting and shall 
meet all Township Public Works Standards for streetlighting.  Bollard-style 
lighting is not permitted.  Park and walkway lighting to be pole mounted 
cobra head.  Pole height may be adjusted for the specific usage. 

I8.00 Fencing 
Fencing shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Township’s Fence 
By-law and Draft Plan Conditions. 
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Fencing shall be provided as described below, along rear and side lot lines, 
where residential lots abut the following lands: 

Table 2:  Fencing Heights and Types 

 

Commercial and Industrial properties may also require wood privacy fencing 
where side or rear yards abut roadways at the discretion of the Township. 

All chain link fencing shall be black vinyl coated with top rail in accordance with 
OPSD 972.130.  Height to be 1.5 m or 1.8 m as identified in Table 2. 

Privacy fencing shall be as per Township Standard Details. 

Acoustic fencing shall be as per the requirements of the Acoustic Study / Noise 
Impact Study. 

Private access gates are not permitted through municipally-owned fences. 

Adjacent Land Fence Height / Type Subject Land 
Public Land (open 
space, park, SWMF) 

1.5 m chain link Public land 

Walkway block 1.8 m wood privacy (from front 
face of dwelling to rear lot line) 
and 1.5 m chain link (from front 
face of dwelling to street line) 

Public land 

Agricultural Land 1.5 m chain link Residential lot 

School and 
Institutional 

1.8 m chain link School / Institutional 
land 

Commercial / Industrial 1.8 m wood privacy (or acoustic 
where required by the Noise 
Impact Study) 

Residential lot 

Collector Road 1.8 m wood privacy (or acoustic 
where required by the Noise 
Impact Study) 

Residential lot 

Existing Residential 
Properties 

1.8 m wood privacy Residential lot 
(development) 

Community Mailbox 
(Along Flankage) 

1.8 m wood privacy Residential lot 
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Timing of the installation of the fencing shall be determined as set out in the 
Subdivision / Development Agreement. 

Additional chain link or wood privacy fence locations required or where deemed 
necessary by the Township shall be determined during the engineering 
submission review(s) and preparation of the subdivision or site Plan 
agreement(s). 

All fencing shall be guaranteed until Assumption. 

Removeable bollards are required at the entrances of walkways and 
maintenance access roads to control unauthorized vehicle access. Clear space 
between bollards and/or fencing shall be in accordance with AODA. 
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